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Violations can result in discipline

Notaries are subject to disciplinary action for violations of notary laws, according
to Secretary of State John Gale.

Upon receiving a complaint about a notary, our office sends the notary a letter
detailing the allegations and requests a response. After the response is received, our
office reviews the documents and information provided by the complainant and no-
tary. If it is determined that malfeasance in office occurred, the notary can be disci-
plined.

Here are some recent examples of notary violations
and the resulting penalties: aaa

WA staff member of the notary forged the notary’s sig- i )
nature and used their seal to notarize a document with per-
mission from the notary. This resulted in the loss of the no-
tary’s commission.

WA notary backdated a document before notarizing it.

This action resulted in a six-month suspension of the no-
tary’s commission.

BA notary failed to use proper acknowledgement language and was admon-
ished.

WA notary attempted to use their commission to make frivolous documents ap-
pear legitimate. The notary was told to cease and desist from notarizing similar docu-
ments or face loss of commission.

Maintaining a notary journal is one of the easiest ways to discredit an unfounded
complaint.

Make sure certificate has adequate space

A notary’s seal is to be placed legibly near the notary’s signature without obscur-
ing any text or signatures.

What should you do if there is not enough room to put your notary certificate or
seal on the actual document you are notarizing?

You should attach an additional page to the document that contains the full notar-
ial certificate, which is the language that identifies the steps the notary has performed
in witnessing or acknowledging a signature. You should also include the title of the
document you are notarizing.

Below is an example.

State of Nebraska
County of

This instrument entitled

Title of document being acknowledged

was acknowledged before me on

Date

by

Name of Person

(Seal) Signature of Notary

This is a publication of the Nebraska Secretary of State’s Office, P.O. Box 94608,
Lincoln, NE 68509-4608. If you have questions or comments, email us at
sos.notary@nebraska.gov or call (402) 471-2558. To view the notary section of our
website, click here.
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